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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 May 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) (3 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^7 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 8-10 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 26 February 2002 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jourda 
(FR 2,630,652 Al). Jourda discloses a removable back support apparatus 112 (Fig. 
12) for use with a multi-purpose weight lifting machine (Fig. 1). The removable back 
support apparatus comprises a substantially vertically disposed back rest having a front 
face and a rear face, and the removable back support apparatus further comprises 
attachment means for removably attaching the back rest to two upright barbell support 
beams 4 of the multi-purpose weight lifting machine (Fig. 63). The attachment means 
comprises an upper and a lower cross beam 108 of length greater than the distance 
between the two upright barbell support beams (see Fig. 63). The two cross beams are 
securely fastened at a respective horizontal center portion to the rear face of the back 
rest by one or more face fasteners 119,122 (see Fig. 12). 



3. Claims 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



States. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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Art Unit: 3764 Paper No. 2004081 1 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art does not disclose a removable back support for use with a multi- 
purpose weight lifting machine having upper and lower cross beams with the upper 
cross beam further comprising two pins at distal ends of the upper cross beam, the pins 
projecting rearward and slightly downward. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hoffman (US Pat. 3,207,511), Walker (US Pat. 3,709,487), Martin (US Pat. 
3,947,023), Fuhrhop (US Pat. 4,286,782), Beer (US Pat. D269,889), Metier (US Pat. 
4,396,191), Desiderio 9US Pat. 4,936,572), Sheikowitz (US Pat. 5,290,213), Cleary 
(US Pat. 5,755,823), Marques (US Pat. Pub. 2002/0123415 Al), Chhloeum (US Pat. 
6,514,182 Bl) and Louvet (FR 2,561,528 Al) disclose various features of the claimed 
invention. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor K. Hwang whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2865. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM 
to 4:00 PM Eastern time. The facsimile number for submitting papers directly to the 
examiner for informal correspondence is (703) 746-4891. The facsimile number for 
submitting all formal correspondence is (703) 872-9306. 

Any Inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding^famild be directed to the Technology Center 3700 receptionist at (703) 308- 
0858^^//^ 

Victor Kh^ang 

August 11, 2004 N,CH0 ^ D ' LU S 
B SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



